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Reflections on the passing of Years. 


The bell strikes one. 


We take no note of time, 


But from its loss. To give it then a tongue 
Is wise in man. As if an angel spake, 


1 feel the solemn sound. 


If heard aright, 
It is the knell of my departed hours. 


Where are they ? With the vears beyond the flood. 
It is the signal that demands despatch : 

How much is to be done ? My hopes and fears 
Start up alarm’d, and o’er life’s narrow verge 
Look down—on what ? a fathomless abyss. 


A dread eternity! how surely mine ! 


Young’s Night Thoughts. 


HOEVER observes how 

imperceptibly time pas- 
ses away ; how we go on from 
childhood to middle age, and 
unless death intervenes, from 
this to old age, without noticing 
our own progress, must be con- 
vinced of the infinite wisdom 
and goodness of the Creator, in 
impressing such marks on na- 
ture, that by our animal senses 
we must be reminded of the 
flight of time. By this consti- 
ution of things, spring and fall, 





winter and summer become the 
means ofassisting usin our pre- 
paration for that state of being, 
which shall be without change 
or end. The closing and be- 
ginning of years admonish us of 
a beginning eternity, which will 
soon commence with each one 
of us: They lead us to reflect 
on the great preparation we 
neéd for a safe entrance into 
another world: They excite a 
review of what is past; the 


| years we haye lived ; the events: 


























& Reflections on the 


which have betided our lives; 
the vast variety of scenes and 
laborin which we have been en- 
exred; the wonderful opera- 
tions of an infinite and univer- 
sal providence, in the disposi- 
tion of nations, families, indi- 
viciual persoas, and every obrect | 
which exists, whether material 
or spiritual: They recall our at- 
tention tothe sins we have com- | 
mitted; our abuse of the light | 
and means of the gospel; our 
invratitude for the blessings 
received ; our opposition to the 
holy calis of the gospel, and the 
inDucnces ot the spirit ; our in- 
jurious treatment of the God 
of all grace, our injustice and 
unkindness to men ; cur disre- 
gard cf our own best interest, 
and our change of worlds which 
is specdily approaching : They 
lead us to reflecton the divine 
presence and actions by which 
the worlds are upheld in being 
according to stated jaws, «and 
creatures are fed and cioathed 
from the granary and yestry of 

ur God: They excite us to 
look foward and consider the 
times which are to co:ine, how 








few our years may be, and what | 
assistances of grace we shail | 
need to use them in the best | 
manner, to place our denend- | 
ence on God and his grace, to 


‘abound in prayer that we may | 


| 
not, at any time, be icft to the | 
power of our own hearts and | 
' 
' 
4 


‘the besetting temptations cf the 


world ; and especiaily they warn | 
us to be found watching, prepar- 
ed for the coming and call of 
our Lord. If the passing of 


years is ameans calculated tocall 
all these things into our review, 
every reader must acknowiedge 
the propriety of cailing his at- 
tention to the subject. 








Passing of Years. [ JAN. 


We have passed from one to 
another year. ‘The events, the 
blessings, the sins and the du- 
ties of the past year are sealed 
up tothe ereat day of retribu- 
tion. No change can now be 
wrought in them. What hath 
beents fixed; rf itbe to mourn 
we must mourn, if it be to re- 
joice in divine grace, the Lord 
is faithful, to fulfil the promi- 
ses of his love. It was wise and 
good in God to place the sca- 
sous as a boundary of times, and 
to be a memento for men to 
prepare for that state, when 
limes and years shall be no 
more.—It would be wise in us 
to improve these changes for 
spiritual advantage. On this 
svound tie Poet, sacred, though 
not inspired, said, 


“The bell strikes one. We take 
no note of time, 

But from its loss. To give it then 
a tongue, 


Ts Wise ii WAR 


At the closing of one year and 
beginning of another, two things 
are proper to be attended to; first, 
to review the past and with pro- 
per confession before God la- 
ment all our sins and imperfec- 
tions in duty. There is no man 
but must see the most abundant 
cause for humiliation and pray- 
er, that God would forgive the 
things he hath done against 
heaven and his own interest. 

i:very reader hath come tothe 
conclusion of one yeer and hath 
entered onanother. Let allim- 
prove the season for their advan- 
tace. Itis fit we should first 
review the past, whereby we 
shall find great cause for humi- 
liation, and incessantly to Jook 
to God, that we may in future be 
preserved. 
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What have we been and 
done ? We have less time to 
live, and are we better prepared 
for death than we formerly were 
on similar occasions ? Perhaps, 



































professibg Christians. Mave our 


ded to the number, the kinds and 
the aggravations of our sins ? 
Perhaps we have,for many years, 
had scasons ofseriocusness, Which 
prevailed for a time and then 
wore away through our restst- 
ance tothe Spirit of God. Have 
these seasons continued, and 
have we submitted to the laws 
of Ciristian holiness and grace, 
or have they ceased and our con- 


ahotiron? If the latter we are 
the most miserable of all men, 
and have cominitted the sin, 
which shall be forgiven, ncither 
in this world nor in the world to 
come. itis certain we have not 
been stationary in the great 
work of preparing for eternity. 
We are beticr or worse, more 
worthy of being cast off, or in 
some little degrce matured for 
glory to come. To determine 
this ~reat point we must under- 
stand what the affections of our 
hearis and our practice have 
been. We must determine how 
we esteem the divine character, 
attributes, law and providence : 
What our affections and prac- 
tice to men have been, what our 
sclf-government in obedience to 
the divine law. If in these 
things we Lave been obedient, 
we are Christians indeed, and 
may adduce ithe works of the 
last year in evidence of our 
sincerity, when we are judged 
by our Lord Jesus Christ ac- 
cording to the things done in the 
body. 
Vou. IL. No. 1. 


for many years, we have been) 


graces increased or have we ad- | 


scietices become seared as with 


If in these things we! 


Reflcctions on the Passing of Years. e 


i have been disobedient, there is 
| all cause to fear we are still in 
| the wall of bitterness and under 
the bonds of iniquity. 

‘There is a great variety and 
| maby vicissitudes in the dis- 
| pensations of providence.-— 

Some, who read, have been fol- 
‘lowed with a constant flow of 
| worldly blessings ; some with 
| an uninterrupted succession of 
' 
| 
1 
| 
} 





ufflicuions, their houses being 
emptied of parents, compan- 
ions, childven and dear friends ; 
while others have had a mixed 
cup of joy and sorrow. These 
events have been directed by 
(that wisdom, which never errs 
lian its appointments. They 
have al! been appointed as 
means of grace. From the man- 
ner in which we have received 
the dealings of God an impor- 
tant rule may be drawn for de- 
termining our bador right use 
of the time which is past. Have 
we strove with God in judg- 
nent, or have we said, it is the 
Lord, let him do what seemeth 
him good? A true answer to 
this question will assist us to 
determine whether we have most 
cause to hope orto fear.—lIt is 
presumed that on proper ex- 
amination all will find cause to 
blush before Ged for the sins of 
their past years. In many 
things the best have altogether 
ofiended, and in all things come 
short of their duty. Let every 
reader lay itto his heart, that 
there is one year less in his sea- 
son of preparation for another 
world, and one year more for 
which he must give an account 
before the bar of a strict and 
heart-searching judge, On are- 
view of all his past yeurs he 
must say, * the time is short, for 
as hath been the last year, so 
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will be all those which are to 


come.” 

But glory be to God, we may 
say with respect to ourselves, 
time is still longer—We have 
lived to the commencement of 
anvther year. If it be humiil- 
allng to look back on the times 
which are past, in connection 
with our own niis-improvement 
ofthen, i: must fil! us with awe 
to look forwaid on these which 
are to come. “de tock on the 
times and events of futurity Js 
Jooklng on the hidden counseis 
of Ged, wisich none can deter- 


mine until they are reveated by 


the cvent— Another ycar may 
be pregnant with blessings or 
afflictions, of which, at present, 
we have ne conception 5 ifmas 
vacate our seats and our af 
ces here on carth, and enrol 
ovr names in the list of depart- 
ed spirits, when our day of 
grace will be passed ; it mey 
give usa humble seat i Tea- 
ven, or a deep place inthe abyss 
of woe. 

Who will not tremble to re- 
flect, that the present is the 
time, a Which those diferent 
destinies are to be determined ? 
What shali we think, what shall 
we do concerning another year 
if its events may be such as 
have been described. 

It kecometh us to proceed 
every stop with the preatest 

caution, ead huw bly to resoive, 

that with the assisiine grace 
of God, all cur powers and 
oppertuniues shali be devoted 
to his story and our own duty. 
Numberiess rules may be ad- 
duced for our assistance. 

L.et us support a daily sense 
of our dependence on God for 
life and being, and all those aids 
o: grace by which alone we can 





be saved from the power and the 
punishment of sin—Let us 
keep a constant watch over our 
own hearts. lest they rebel 
against the law ef Ged, aiso, 
over the world, lest we be en- 
snared by its allurements 

Let us be diligent in attend- 
ing to all the means of instruc 
ticn and holy improvement — 
Prayer is SO Important and bes- 
eiiciol that it must not be over- 
looked in enumerating our ne- 
cessary assistances in duty. 
Those whe pray ia the sonctua- 
ry. in the family and in the 
closet, may hope that God will 
preserve them; while such as 
neglect the appointed means, 
have nothing better to expect 
than a dereliction by the good 
Spirit of God. 

Daily scif-examination is a 
most excellent guard against 
temptation, and an incitement 
to cuty- 

To pass away days and 
years without self-examination, 
is highly presumptuous. Our 
eyes ourht never to be closed in 
the slumbers of the night, be- 
fore we have reviewed the past 
day, its labors, its temptations, 
sins and biessings ; made con- 
fession before God for what we 
have done wrong ; and praised 
him for his undeserved mercies, 

Repentance towards God and 
faith in our Lord Jesus Chirist, 
are the only express terms of ac- 
ceptance and remission of sin. 
Those who coniinuc secure 
without these graces, live pre- 
sumptuously. Without a daily 
remembrance of death we shail 
not use time aricht ; there‘ore, 
we ought continually to remem- 
ber and live as those who must 
give an account—By observing 
these maxims, we may detive 
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such assitance in the proper use 
of time, ‘hat if we live it shal! 
be for the advancement 
Christ’s kingdom ; and if we 
die shall be for our gain. 

Many great scenes have been 
and continue to be transacting: 
in the world. Many have been 
called to sleep in the dus 
millions have sunk into 
grave, and as m2 iy awoke ink 
life by the cresting power oi 
God, all which, at the COSTED 
mation of time, shail be cullect- 
ed before his judgment scat. 
The nations have been divided 
in tseir wrath, and the founda ae 
tions of the earth have been 
shaken. Let him that secth fear 
and know that there is a God, 
who ruleth through the whole 
earth,executing his threatenings 
and promises. 

The church still exists, and 
shall do so to the end, under the 
patronage of its Almighty bead. 
Neither the rage of men nor the 
gates of hell can make any im- 
pression on this glorious fubric, 
for he whose “ eyes ure as a 
flame of fire, and whose voice ts 
us many waters” shall be its 
protector. Great refreshings 
have been from on high, upon 
every pure part of the Christian 
kingdom, and a new zeal is a- 
waked in the worid to propagate 
pure Christianity through al] the 
heathen world. Hasten, O Lord 
Jesus; Why are thy chariot 
wheels so long in coming, to 
fill the earth with thy glory ! 
Cheerfully wiil we see the eartli- 
Iv years pass into forgetfuiness. 
it we may thereby behold the 
glory of thy kingdom in the 
world. 

The American churches have 
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had their share in the dews of | 


divine grace, 
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have 
a VAVE ils of ic- 


nvUWe 


churches a Connecticut 
favored with ! 


heen lav 
rho ‘. Youn: : 


ii, 
ledge and ardent 


Ue 


. pictys i uve 


veen wauised upto fill the places 

the ministry of bth 
Who have cicpt in Jesus.” 

With uie civil state 
snd, Whicu several 
vath not been materio 
gcd, aie sequawited. 
the Lord bless our Siates, our 
and tie ? O un- 
nappy Murope + May the Lord 
have mercy on thee! Thou 
ost jived deicious!y, thou hast 
said, I sit as a queen in the 
earth, and behold the day of thy 
pliuesis come. A fire hath 
broke n out from the midst of 

hine own bowels, which shall 
coe unul thou ait wholly con- 
sumed, The surrounding na- 
ions of the earth behold with 
astonishment, and pray, Lord, 
save us from this great burn- 
ing. 


in the s ICi's 
of our 
youts 
Ly chan- 
a 
May 


tan 
ave 
at? 
ads 


reeces pe reg ic 
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On the New-Birth. 


Y" must = bern again, said 
our Divine Saviour. 
The 4%: A is that, without 
which, no child of 4dam can ev- 
er see the kingdow of God. It 
is, therefore, of infinite impor- 
ance, that we have a rivhi un- 


te Dirt 


derstanding cf the nature and 
: ¥ 4 se 4 ¢ (vr 
necessity Gi this Ccaance.— 
— ee - 


* "Phe only death among the mi- 
isters of the stute which has come 
. the knowledge of the Editor du- 
ring the ye ar 1°49, is that of the 
Kev Brock mun: ot Middle- 
tov There have with di thie ye ay 
been jive Mimisters dismissed ; and 
eight have been installed oy ordaiii- 


om ton, 


yr 
V2. 


Many of the | ed. 
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12 On the New-Birth. 


Whether man, like all other 
creatures, has a nature oupaiie 
of being chansred ; or, whe = 
he be a mere chain of ideas, 

capable of any ciauge but of 
volition, I shal! not discuss ; 
but give my own sentiments 


without any reference to hu-| 


man systems. 

Our Saviour used the phrase 
born arain, ina figurative sense, 
referring to natural to explain 

spiritual things. ‘lobe dorn, in 
2 natural sense, is to be biougit 
into life—into personal, animal, 
and rational existence. ‘To be 
dorn,in a spiritual sense, is to 
be brought inio a state of spirit- 
ual light, life, and exercises, 
essentially different from our 
State by natural generation: 
“ That which is born of thejiJesh, 
is flesh ; and that which is born 
of the Spirit, is Spirit.” This 
spiritual life is not essential to 
man, as man ; but he may live 
all his days a rationaland accoun- 
table being, without any confor- 
mity to God in thetemper of his 
mind. We must, therefore, look 
beyond the natural state of man- 
kind to discover this spiritual 
birth. Itisa divine and super- 
natural operation on the mind 
of man: hence it is cailed, a 
NeW Creation——a new creaturc— 
anew man,&c, ‘These cxpres- 
sions teach us, that it is not the 
progress or increase of the nat- 
ural life or old man; but, that it 
is cqual te, and of ihe nature of 
acreation. ‘The mind receives, 
and actually becoimes in iis tem- 
per, taste and relish, whet it 
was not by natural generation. 


| birth is described as, Death to 
ee tnand Life to God-~« putting 
ly — tiema rising wiih Christ, 
le ve. These texts teach that 
fl n nan, in being born again, quits 
o 1 state rie iy and centers ona 
staie of life ; receives the spirit 
of Christ, and, in him, rises to 
a newness of life. 

it is further observable, that 
the life which man receives in 
regeneration, is a restora/ion of 
that life, or imeye of God, which 
was lost in the lapse of our first 
parents. Hence it is calicd a 
beine born again—the new man, 
which is renewed after the im- 
age of him that created him. 
This renewal of the image of 
God on the soul of man, is whol- 
ly a divine work. in no sense ef- 
fected by any human volition. 
Ile, who commanded the light 
to shine out of darkness, shines 
into our hearts to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of 
God—The sons of God are 
born, not of blood, nor of the 
willofthe flesh, nor of the will 
of man, but of God. 

From the above observations 
it appears, that the change 
which takes place in man, in the 
new birth, immediately relates 
io the nature, taste, or moral 
quality of the mind ; and not to 
aby thing essential to rational- 
ity and. accountability. ‘he 
man is still the same, as to 
things natural, in all his moral 
changes. He was created a liv- 
ing soul—a ra‘isna!l mindendow- 
ed wich a holy nature, propensi- 
ty, or taste. “Vhis holy quality 
| or taste of mind, was that image 
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Ina word,the new- birt! is the |of Ged, which he lost in his fall: 
Spirit of Christ, the jife of God, | and this holy mental taste, or 
implanted and abiding in the |image of Go d, and this only, is 
soul. restored to him in the gospel 

Yn the scriptures, the newe incw-birth. Itis the ncw man, 
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which, aficr God is created in 
siziteousness and trie holinces.--- 
In the rexewal of this imuge of 
God consists the new-hirth, pro- 
perly so called ; all eise, is in 
consequence of this chatyre up- 
on the mind., Every virtuous 
exercise of ‘the afiections, under- 

conti, and will, by divine 
constitution, proceeds fron: this 
renovated nuiure, as Ms proxi- 
mate cause. “Thus our Saviour 
taught, that, “ The goed man 
out of the good treasure of the 
heart, brinceth forth good things: 
and the cvil man out of the evi 
treasure of his heart, bringeth 
forth evil things ; for of theadun- 
dance of the heart his mouth 
speaketh.” Asthe heart in the 
anima! body is the fountain of 
animal life, the “ golden bowl,” 
through which, and trom which, 
issues the vital stream of life ; 
so, our Saviour speaks of the 
znoral state of our minds asthe 
treasure or source, from whence 
issue all our free yolitions and 
actions, in an exact accordance 
With the nature of that source, 
whether it be good or evil. Of 
consequence, the moral nature 
or state of our minds is, in fact, 
the moral heart in distinction 
from the natural. Holiness of 
sind, is a principle of spiritual 
lifemunholiness of miind, is 
a principic of spiritual death ; ; 
each, producing their corres- 
pondent exercises in the un- 
derstanding, will, and affec- 
tions ; and, in the outward hic 
and conversation 

Tous far we have considered 
the scriptural accumnt of the 
new-birth, me rely, as a na'ure, 
taste, or principle of moral uc- 
tion ; and fud it tobe a divine 
and soverclyn restoration of that 
tightcousness and hoiiaess ct 


On the Nex 


%-Birth. 13 


mind, which was God’s image 
on man at creation, as necessary 
to the performance of virtuous 
aciions. ond to the enjoyment of 
bis 3 M aker 
| «But as tins change upon the 
mind, is discoverable only by its 
cficcts in the understanding, 
will, and affections ; so, those 
izcutties of the mind have, ge- 
teraiiv, been considered as the 
primary seat of change; this, 
however, 1S going me rely to the 
sireams tosvead of Une tountuia. 
These faculties, in the utre- 
generate, always act in conforms 
ity to the rae nital state or teme 
per of the gd : und in like 
manner. io the cpenerate, in 
proportion tothcir sanctification 
But, as sanctification is always 
imperiect in this world, the old 
man, the body of sin, too often 
gains a temporary ascendency 
over the new man; and the 
child of God finds a present pre- 
dominant eTection. which indu- 
ces him, like Sr. Paul, to will 
and do that which he would 
WOtemihat which is not in con- 
formity to the habit of grace in 
bis hevvt. 

These things being premis- 
cd 3 and keeping ia mind, that 
the chance on the facuities of 
the mind, is in consequence 
of a previous chanye on the very 
nature and temper of the mind 
itself, I will now, in conformity 
to custom, Guin into the nee 
ture of the new->irth with res- 
pect to these hecultics. 

I begins with the afiections.— 
by these we understand all the 
natural passions. appetites, and 
desives ord the rations soml, such 
us Jove. aversion, hone, fear, kc. 
hese are congenial to the mind, 
the first anoiions and constituted 
fexpressions of it, and are no 
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way depending on the will ; for 
volition is, always, in conse- 
quence of, and in conformity to 
the present predominant affec- 
tion of tie mind. “‘Lhese,there- 
fore, are primarily affected by 
the new-birth. While the mind 
is carnal, the affections are self- 
ish and devilish ; but in regen- 
eration, the Hely Spirit takes 
awoy the carnal mind, and draws 
out the affections in love to 
God ; and places them habitu- 
ally on the proper objects of 
divine complacency. 

It is worthy of remark, that 
there are but two leading and 
principal affections among -intel- 
ligent creatures—-the love ‘af self, 
and the love of God. ‘The for- 
yer comprelicnds all the ima- 
yinations of the thoughts of the 
heart in unregenerate men : the 
latter, all that is Wrought in man 
in the gospel new-birth—a!l that 
is good and holy. In the natw- 
ral man, al! his affections center 
in self, the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eye, and the pride 
oflife. By these he is estranged 
from God and happiness. But 
in regeneration, the Holy Spivit 
implants in the soul, new and 
holy appetites, as an habitual 
lifem—changes the taste and rel- 
ish of the mind fiom sin to ho- 
liness, from earth to heaven, 
from self to the adorable God. 
instead of anxious solicitude af- 
ier worldly good, the new man 
. uDgers and thirsts after God : 

‘Whom have lin heaven but 
duet ? and there is none upon 
earth I desire besides thee” Hav- 
ing put on Christ, he rises with 
lim to newness of life: old 
things are passed away, behold ! 
wll things are become new. The 
earth fades, and heaven enlarges 
upon the affections, until they 
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be swallowed up in divine con- 
templations. And as. sanctili- 


cation progresses, self is hum- 
bled, and God exalted, until he 
becomes ALL In ALL. 

In the next place, we will at- 
tend to the nature of the new- 
birth, as a change in the under- 
standing. Whether the under- 
standing is merely a natural fa- 
culty, or partly moral—whether 
it was in any proper sense, lost 
in the fall, and if so, how it ca: 

be restored by a moral change, 
are points to which I shal! not 
pay particular attention. For, 
instead of dividing the soul, like 
the body, into distinct members, 
it appears to me, these difficul- 
ties are removed by considering 
it, simply, an intelligent mind 
capable of perceiving, loving, 

and judging according to its 
present taste or nature. Agrec- 
ably to this view of the case, it 
is a fact, that all volitions 
and voiuttary actions are in 
strict conformity to the pre- 
sent predominant affecuen of 
the mind, whether it Le good or 
bad. So soon as man lost God’s 
image, holiness and righteous- 
ness of mind, he lost ail sense 
of moral beauty in divive things: 
he uo longer loved his' Maker. 
This corruption of aicction 
was a blindness of heart, which 
brought a cloud before the eye 
of the understanding, that, like 
the jaundiced eye, it sces darkly 
and in false colors—he sees and 
perceives not, he hears and does 
not understand. But as this 


darkness is occasioned by tne 
induction of a vicious moral 
taste and quality to the mind, 
the new-birth of the gospel ic- 
moves it, and causes the under- 
standing to see clearly. 





Thus, the great change of 
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the new-birth, which takes place 
in the understanding, consists, 
in the rcmoval of those obstruc- 
tions which layin the way of 
its due and regular excrcises.— 
When the Holy Spiric shines 
into the sou}, renewing the im- 
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ence have I spoken, but will not 
answer,—yea, twice, but I will 
proceed no further.” 

As the affections of the new 
man advance in sanctification, 
the understanding becomes 





ave of God and sanctifying the 
affections, then, darkness and | 
iynorance give place tothe light 
of truth ; and the false colors, 
which sinful affections had pzint- 
cd on the objects of the wader- 
standing, fade away. 
yan finds he has a new taste and 
relish for divine things ; so he 
finds every created thine scems 


As the 





to wear a new aspect, as to cre- 
ation, use and design. He per- 
ceives a wisdom, a beauty and 
harmony, unspeakable, in the 
works of creation, the ways of 
providence, and the means of 
salvation. It is what he never 
saw before—a Gop glorious’ and 
lovely throughout the whole ¢ 
But these things are from 
without, and will bear no com- 
parison with those from within. 
The renewed man has a spli- 
ritual discernment of spiritual 
things: In a measure, he knows 
himself. When he looks back 
to the grave of sin and moral 
pollution, from whence he has 
becn raised—when he reflects 
on his former pride and self-es- 
timation, whilc, in reality, he 
was blind, ignorant, and worth- 
less, he stands asionisned and 
confounded ; und is ready to 
cry out, Oli! the deceitfulness 
of my heart: Oh! my sins, my 
sins, God be merciiv!l to mea 
sinner. “ Surely I have been 
more brutish: than any man, and 
have not had the understanding 
of a man—Behold, I am vile, 
what shail J answerthee ? I will 
jay maine hand upon my mouth : 
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more and more light in the 
Lord. He not only sees the 
evii and defilement of sin, and 
the ili-desert of the sinner, but 
his eyes are opened to the sur- 
passing beauty and loveliness of 
the divine character. The spir- 
it of jight and truth leads him 
from death to life, from dark- 
ness to light, from sin to holi- 
ness, from self to the adorable 
Jehovah ! Lavine his under- 
standing Eghtin the Lerd, he 
is ravished in the view of the 
divine attribites—the spotless 
purity, infexible justice, infi- 
nite goodness, and inviolable 
faithfuiness of God: and, in 
self abasement, is ready to cry 
out with David, “ What is man 
that thou art mindful of him? 
and the son of man, that thou 
visitest him !” 

As the affections warm, the 
understanding brightens with 
Givine illuminations, and the 
new mat rises higher and high- 
er out ofself, till, on the wings 
of love divine, he presses, as it 
were, into the immediate pres- 
ence of the GREAT ETERNAL ; 
and dazzled with the brightness 
and the glory, he exclaims, “ I 
“have heard of thee by the 
“ hearing of the ear, but now 
‘* mine eye secth thee : where- 
“fore I abhor myself and re- 
“pent in dust and ashes.”— 
Such is the change on the un- 
derstanding, in regeneration. 

In the last place, we are to 
take a view of the new birth, as 
it affects the will, By the will 


| we ubderstund that faculty or 
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capacity of the mind, by ice ice j but enlar 
vee} ling, in proportion as it Changes 


qe chuse and refuse accord 
to its moral stite, haekhe 
it be good or bad; that i, 
according tothe present picdom- 
inant afection of our hearts. 
But as the present mreconminant 
affection is frenu enily contrary to 
ihe exercise of grace in the 
heart; so,in 
volitions, the emerctizes of our 


°73 ¢ oie al is 
Mr, Ure Mop positlonh Ootne Gice 


, 9 
§ Succi Cases, Gue 


¢ 
fates cf right reason. For this 
cause, hasbeen esteemed ihe 
moét stubborn aii perverse face 
ulty of our milads. 
auihor says, * iivery man, by 
$s nature, carries et hind of Pone 
Sin bis breast: (be will, like 
“the Komun Port. says, as I 
“ will,soT commend.” Ceriak 


+e 3 : f, , . 
uiEos, mcn are vite Very per- 


? 


yerse in their choice and cdeter- 


mination: and nothing short of 


Almighty make 


power, can 


them submit to the cictates of 


Fight reason. So long as the 
mind is carn: dl, they will i: 
which is evil, and pursue it o! 
mere choicc. 

But in bringing sinners to the 


gospel new-birth, the Holy Spir- 


it rides forth on the chariot of 


the gospei, conquering and to 
conquer. He givesa new heart 
and anew spirit—He enlizhtens 
the understanding to sce the 
truth as itis in Jesus 3; and con- 
forms the afiections to his own 
char onge to the love cf truth : 
the will, of consequence, embra- 
ces it of free choice ; tcr, whom 
the Son moketh free arc free in- 
deed. They wre po longer 
bond-servants to sin and Satan ; 
but their will is free unto that 

which is good, in proportion to 
the strength of the habit of 
grace in their hearts. Grace 
docs not Gimsinish free-avency, 
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ges the power of wil- 


the habitual icmperament, taste 
and relish of the mind, from 
evil to good, trom sin to holi- 
ness. Tn such cose, the new 
man chuscs holiness of heart 
and life, not of constraint, but 
of a ready mind—he loves and 
prefers it. 

Vhus, the Tioly Spirit enters 
the heart trium phant, castings 
down vain im: mainations, and 
every hich thing that exahict! 
itseli against the knowledge of 
Godin Christ Jesus. He binds 
the strong many the bodly of sii 
and corruption 3; breaks the 
strony heart vobinds the Cape 
live wiil, ana iatreduces it imo 
(he Ebcrty cf the sons of God. 
in astonishieent and Lumble 
subrrission tie sovl cries, Lord, 
sthal qouldst fAoulhave meta ds? 
he ho louse rstvives end quar- 
reis with the will olbhis Maker; 
but oners him, as it were a 
viank to make,his own terms— 
Lord i am thine, do with me 
what sceicth thee goad. Vhus, 
leading captivity, captive, Christ 
bows the will (o 2 willing obedi- 
ence; and causes the new 
man “torun rejeicing at the 
chariot wheels of the divine 
conqueror.” This, indeed, is 
to be born again! it is the new 
man which, after God, is re- 
newed in knowledge, righteous- 
ness, and true holiness. 

How many readers will stop 
here and ask—* How can these 
“things be?” Is such a 
change, as here described, in- 
despensibly necessary for sal- 
vailon £ Can we not be happy 
on some lower terms £ And, will 
a God of infinite benevolence, be 
thus severe in his demands on 
his frail creature, man? Christ 
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himself will give you an answer: ;deceive him: they who have 


Except aman be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God— 
Ye must be born again. 

It isaremark obvious to the 
most ordinary capacity, that 
contrary dispositions can have 
no mutual enjoyment. Unless 
God’s image be impressed on 
our hearts, we shall feel no 
pleasure in contemplating his 
character, nor any satisfaction 
in his service : * For what com- 
munion hath light with dark- 
ness 3 or, what concord hath 
Christ with Belial !” If we think 
we love God, and do our duty 
acceptably, while our mind is 
carnal, we deceive ourselves.— 
An unholy heart is enmity 
against God, and feels no plea- 
sure in the performance of any 
duty : self is his chief and ul- 
timate end in all he does. 

Ilence it follows, that no un- 
regenerate person can enjoy 
God, either in his kingdom of 
providence, or of grace. He 
fecls no pious gratitude for the 
good which he receives ; nor 
any holy resignation under the 
afflictions which he endures. In 
prosperity, he forgets God; and 
in adversity, frets and murmurs 
against him. Having no prin- 
ciple above self, he cannot go 
out of himself in his purposes, 
his hopes, his enjoyments and 
consolations. He must be born 
again, or dic in his sins. 

On this same principle, the 
new-birth is necessary for ad- 
mission into the kingdom of 
glory. This kingdom Christ 
procured for his friends, who 
are chosen co-heirs with him to 
the inheritance : they will never 
be molested by his enemies.— 
He is appointed the final Judge 
of quick and dead. None can 

Vou. IIL. No. I. 





not his Spirit, are none of his— 
the gates of heaven will be shut 
against them. 

But admitting that unrenewed 
sinners could enter into heaven, 
they would find no happiness 
there forthem. They, and that 
holy place and company would 
be utter strangers, and in no 
sense adapted to cach other.— 
They could hold no communion 
together. Unrenewed souls 
could not join in the glorious 
employ ment of angels in singing 
prarses and hallelujahs to God 
andthe Lamb. They could not 
join with the general assembly 
and church of the first born in 
heaven, in singing, “ Worthy 
isthe Lamb that was slain to 
receive power, and wisdom, and 
honor, and glory, and blessing, 
for thou hast redeemed us to God 
by thy blood, out of every kin- 
dred, and tongue, and people, 
and nation ; and hast made us 
unto our God, kings and priests.” 
In them, this ascription of praise 
would be a lie on their tongues, 
a worm in their souls that would 
never die, a fire they, could ne- 
ver quench. !he presence of 
a despised and rejected Saviour, 
would be an unutterable and 
endiess torment—T which, I 
only add, Ged hath declared, the 
unrighteous shall not inherit the 
kinedom of heaven. 

Reader, if you please, you 
and I will here make a pause.— 
Are these things so? What is 
the real state and condition of 
our souls ? Have we a hope in 
God? And ifso, what is the 
ground of that hope? Are we 
renewed in knowledge, right- 
eousness, and true holiness alter 
the image of him that created 
us ? It is of infinite importance 
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that we be not deceived in this 
anatter, and thiak ourselves 
something when we are nothing. 
Let us retire to our closets ; 
and, on our bended knees, im- 
plore the aids of the Hoiy Spir- 
it in” seiit-examinution. Let 
each of us, without deceit, put 
and enswer to himself, these 
guesiions—-—Am |, indeed. born 
again? Do ! find inmy mind, 
a new the, leading me from self 
to God, from sin to holiness? 
is the taste and veiish of my 
wind sv chanzed. that I delight 


in God, and parify mv heart as | 


he is pure? ido IT behold the 
srlury of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ ; and, so beholding, by 
that, aim I changed into the 
same image from glory to glo- 
ry? Is my understanding en- 
lightened to see, and my heart 
opened to receive, the truth as 
itis in Jesus ? Am I delivered 
from the boudage of sin, and 
brought into the liberty of the 
sous of God, so that his will is 
my pleasure, and his laws my 
rule of conduct ? In a word, is 
the spirit which predominates 
in my heart, pure, peaceable, 
yentle, and easy to Le entreated ; 
fullof mercy and good fruits, 
Without partiality, and without 
hypocrisy? My friend, can we 
answer these questions in the 
affirmative, then, happy are 
we—our life is bid with Christ 
in God ; and when he shall ap- 
pear, we shall appear with him 
in glory. 

But if we are notthe subjectsof 
the gospel new-birth, we are in 
eur sins ; in the gallof bitterness, 
and bonds of iniquity ; opposed 
to God. and enemies to him in 
our minds. How awful the 
thought ! Enemies to God, and 
he an enemy tous! Our time 
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uncertain ; death, judgment, 
and eternity, fast approaching ; 
and, our God a consuming fire ! 
How alarming the prospect ; how 
imminent the danger ; how in- 
evitable the destruction of un- 
renewed sinners ! 

The state of the unregene- 
rate js Inexpressibly dangerous. 
They have no well grounded 
hope in God—every day oftheir 
lives adds to their criminaiity ; 
and, dying impenitent, they wil 
be condemned at the tribunal 
of Jesus Christ. At that bar, 
no riches, no titles of honor, no 
forms of religion will be admit- 
ted in plea. Atthat bar, no hu- 
man righteousness, no repent- 
ance, no faith, which spring not 
from a principle of divine love, 
can gain a hearing. Sinners, 
at ease in Zion, are the greatest 
of sinncrs : they have no cloak 
for their sin. Of such, Christ 
said, how can you escape the 
damnation of hell? Let such 
remember that, in the court of 
heaven, there is a bill of exclu- 
sion against them: “ Except a 
* man be born again, he cannot 
“see the kingdom of God.” 
For such, a day of reckoning is 
hastening on—a day, when the 
brazen brow, and the adaman- 
tine heart shall be broken ; and 
stiled convictions will have a 
dreadful resurrection. God’s 
justice will be glorified—His 
hand will take hold on ven- 
gcance, and render recompence 
to his enemies. 

Stop then, Oh, deluded sin- 
ners: I adjure you, stop one 
moment, and think of your dan- 
yer. What are you doing? 
where are you going? How 
will you endure, when Christ 
shall command his enemies, 
who would not have him to 
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reign over them, to be brought | daor, there can be ao more cn- 
and slain before him ? Hitherto, | tering. Without delay, repens" 
you have been unfruitful in the | of sin and’believe on Christ, that 
vincyard of the Lord. Year| your sins may be blotted out. 
after year he hath come seek-| Attend on Ged in all the ap- 
ing fruit and findeth none. Per- | pointed means of salvation. He 
haps he hath already said, “ Cuz) instant ; be inmportunaic at ibe 
“ them down ; why do they cum-| throne of grace ; tuke no denial. 
“ ber the ground?” Such is} Incline thine ear unto wisdom, 
your danger. Itis time, high |“ and apply thine heart to un- 
timey to awake out of sleep, and | “ derstanding: cry after know!- 
seek unto God for light and life. | “ edge, and lift up thy voice for 
You have no time to loiter: | “ understanding : seck her as 
the morrow may be too late.|“ silver, and search for ier as 
Consider, your souls are at} for hid treasures ; then shalt 
stake. Improve then the pres-/* thou understand the fear of 
ent infinitely precious moment. | * the Lord, and find the know!- 
This day the door of mercy may | “ edge of God.—When thou 
Le open—press in while you; seekest with all thine heart, 
may ; for when the master shall | “ he will be found of thee.” 

have risen up and shut to the| JOB 
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A NARRATIVE on the Subject of Missions, and a Statement of the 
Funds of the Missionary Society of Connecticut, for the Year 1809- 
Addressed by the Trustees of the Society to the Ministers aid Peofile 
of the State. 


4 | ‘SHE Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connecticut here 


exhibit to the public an abstract of the services performed 
under their direction, principally, in the year 1809. The num- 
ber of Missionaries, whose labors are mentioned in the Narrative, 
is twenty-four. ‘These have traversed a field of several thousand 
miles, in extent ; and, by them, the precious gospel has been pre- 
claimed to many thousands of souls not enjoying the stated means 
of salvation. 
‘Lhe several parts of that field are, the new settlements in Ver- 
mont ; in the Connecticut Western Reserve, and in the vicinity 


of Grenville, state of Ohio ; in the state of Pennsylvania ; and in: 


the state of New-York. This Narrative begins with an account 
of missionary labors in Vermont. 

The Rev. William Storrs entered on the service, near lake 
Champlain, in the autumn of 1808. He also visited the northern 
parts of Vermont. But his continuance in the new sctilements 
was short. 

“ The friends of Zion,” he says, “ appear grateful to their 
‘ brethren in Connecticut, for their kindness in supplying their va- 
‘cant settlements. Errors abound in the wilderness. The cull 
‘is great, for skilful and faithful laborers.” 
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In November, 1808, the Rev. Salmon King began missionary 
Jabor, along the northern borders of the same state. While on 
that tour, he travelled nearly two hundred miles ; delivered eigiity- 
five sermons ; baptized six children ; repeatedly administered the 
commemorating sacrament ; visited many schools ; and, in seve- 
ral places, exhorted from house to house. 

In sundry towns he found a lamentable stupidity prevalent con- 
cerning the great salvation. In a number he witnessed much se- 
rious impression and earnest inquiry, on the subject of eternal life. 

“In general,” he says, “ the people were glad to hear preaching, 
‘ and treated me kindly. ‘They would often thank me, and those 
‘ that sent me.” 

in the month of May, Mr. King undertook a second series of la- 
bors, under the direction of the Trustees. He went into the same 
parts of the great field in which he travelled, on his former mission. 
In this series he delivered fifty-five sermons ; administered the Lord’s 
Supper four times ; admitted nine to the privileges of the visible 
church ; baptized two adults and ten children ; and performed va- 
rious other duties of an Evangelist, as opportunities presented. 

He says, “ I found the people attentive ; and, in a number of 
¢ places, many individuals were under serious impressions of mind. 
‘ The people were very thankful. ‘They were few that opposed 
‘me. There is a great need of faithful ministers in these parts. 
‘ The people are desirous that more missionaries should be sent 
‘among them, until God shall enable them to provide for them- 
* selves.” 

Early in December, 1808, the Rev. Chauncey Lee commenced 
missionary labor in Vermont. [is services were performed, prin- 
cipally, in the county of Chittenden. In this work he travelled 
about eight hundred miles ; delivered fifty sermons ; thrice ad- 
ministered the Lord’s Supper ; 4 baptized ten children ; attended 
fifteen church and conference meetings ; in many houses gave such 
instruction as he judged would be most profitable to famities ; 
visited the sick ; and attended and preached on funeral occasions. 

“ As a missionary,” he says,“ I have uniformily received a 
‘kind and obliging treatment. And 1 would humbly hope, that 
‘my labors have been, in some measure, instrumental in quick- 
¢ ening and strengthening the people of God, and of advancing 

‘ the intorest of the Redeemer’s kingdom. It was a satisfaction 
* to me to witness, from my own observation, in comparison with 
* years past, the improved and improving state of society, in that 
‘ part of the country, with respect to their moral and religious inter- 
‘est. Ina number of towns, the Lord hath, of late, remarkably 
‘revived his gracious work, established churches, and settled the 
‘ gospel ministry.” 

It may be readily recollected, that the Trustees, in their Nar- 
Yative for 1808, mentioned their appointment of the Rev. William 
Wick to missionary duty in New Connecticut. <A part of his 
pastoral charge i is in that district. Occasionally, therefore, and for 
a few weeks in the course of the year he has found it in his pow- 
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er to labor under the direction of this Society. Lis last commu- 
nications are under date of August 138th, 1809. 

In connexion with his journal of preaching and gospel adminis- 
tration, he mentions several instances of uncoinmon religious at- 
tention revived in a number of towns. Ife observes, generally, 
that “the prospects in favor of religion are, in some degree, 
‘ flattering. Your missionaries, I believe, are very acceptable, 
‘and their labors, I trust, are not altogether in vain.” 

In the month of July, the Rev. Nathan B. Derrow began mis- 
sionary labor in that irnportant field. His journal, to the tenth of 
October, has been received. He wrought chiefly in the northern 
parts of the Reserve. At that period, it appears, that he had al- 
ready travelled, inthis service, five hundred and fifty seven-miles ; 
had delivered forty and four sermons ; visited nine schools ; at- 
tended the sick, and officiated at funerals ; admitted a number tothe 
fellowship, communion, and watch, of the churches ; and admin- 
istcred gospel discipline and ordinances. 

“ Tam happy,” he says “ to inform you, that I have been, every 
‘where, on my missionary tours, received and treated with res- 
‘ pect.’—Excepting in one town, “the people have not been 
‘ backward in attending to preaching. Irequently, all in a setile- 
‘ ment, who were able to attend, have assembled on an hour’s no- 
‘tice. Generally, people appear to thirst for the Word of Life. 
‘ Although there is no special attention to religion in this quarter, 
‘yet, in every place, people are attentive under the sound of the 
‘word. Saints appear to be warmed and enlivened ; and, now and 
‘ then, sinners appear to be stirred, as though they were about to 
‘awake and look about them. We may remark a growing res- 
‘pect for the institutions of heaver. It is to be lamented, that 
‘ there are not more clergymen in this country.” 

From the Rev. Abraham Scott, another missionary in the 
same field, journals have been received, to the [0th of last 
September. A considerable part ofthe year, he has labored there 
under the direction of this Society. During the period embraced 
in this Narrative, he has preached one hundred twenty and six ser- 
mons ; administered baptism to twenty-cight persons ; admitted 
several to the privileges of the Christian Church ; administered 
the Lord’s Supper as opportunities invited ; visited schools ; and 
performed, extensively, the work of an Evangelist. His account 
of religious attention among the people of that region, is similar to 
that of Mr. Lesslie, which follows in this Narrative. 

“ Many, in common,” he says, “ are very inattentive to religion. 
‘Some few, however, appear in earnest about the salvation of their 
* souls.”——Ie further says, “ People, in general, here, profess a de- 
‘sire for the gospel. They appear, in some measure, to dread 
* the consequences of living without it; and that, with respect 
‘ both to themselves and their posterity.” 

The continuation of the Rey. Jonathan Lesslie’s journals from 
the date mentioned in the Narrative for 1808, has been received, 
down to the close of last August. He has spent the greater part 
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of the year under the appointment of this Board. By his reports 
it appears. that he has travelled, aS a missionary, two thousand, 
four hundred, twenty and six miles: preached one hundred _and 
forty-nine sermons in New Connecticut and its vicinity, admitted 
numbers into the visible church ; six times administered the sacra- 
mental memorial ; baptized between twenty and thirty persons ; 
formed two churches ; exercised discipline in the churches where 
there was evidence of its necessity ; and visited schools and fami- 
lies as he enjoyed opportunities. ; 

‘In New Connecticut,” he says, “ prospects are flattering. 
¢ Preaching has been very general in it, this summer, and many, f 
¢‘ hope, are bowing to our conquering Jesus.” 

He particularly mentions one town, in which, “a great awaken- 
¢ ing has taken place, among the youth and middle aged. In one 
¢ week the worship of God was set up in three families. The 
¢ anxious concern of sinners appears to arise from a rational exer- 
‘ cise of the understanding, contemplating the divine character, 
¢ and the requirementsofthe holy law.” 

Concerning other towns he states, in reneral terms, that “ some 
¢ few have been awakened to a sense of their danger, and some 
‘ have given evidence of obtaining a scriptural hope.” 

In the course of last February, Mr. Joshua Beer entered on a 
missionary service in New Connecticut. The following August, 
he was ordained, an Evangelist, by the Hartford Presbytery, for 
thegpurposes of missionary labor in that country. An account of 
his work has been received, to the 17th of July. Concerning the 
religious disposition of the people to whom he has ministered, he 
communicates nothing essenually different from what is contained 
in the preceding statement. 

About the middle of autumn, 1809, the Rev. James Boyd began 
to travel, as a missionary, in the same field. He had, within a 
few months been ordained toa pastoral charge on the Reserve. As 
yet, he cannot have labored, but a few weeks, as missionary fiom 
the Connecticut Society. Nor can he be spared, from*his stated 
charge, more than a small part of the time, to labor by appoint- 
ment of this Board. His journal, bearing a November date, con- 
tains nothing peculiarly interesting, beyond what has been already 
recited in the foregoing accounts. 

Respecting New Connecticut—a missionary district of the first 
importance—the Trustees feel themselves bound to acknowledge, 
with devout gratitude, the divine goodness, which has enabled 
them to send, into that field, more numerous supplies of mission- 
ary aid, the past season, than in any former year. 

Lust spring the Rev. Timothy Harris was appointed to itinerate 
as a missionary, in the settlements near Granville in the State of 
Onio, for such a part of the time as he could be spared from the 
people of his stated charge. Ina letter, bearing date October 14th, 
1809, he writes, “ I have now spent seven weeks in the mission- 
‘ary field ; found a very cordial reception ; and have some reason 
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‘to believe that God, in some measure, smiled on my labors. 
‘ Prospects where I have been are encouraging.” 

About the middle of Nov. 1808, the Rev. Erastus Ripley began 
a missionary tour, through a part of Vermont and New-Ys:k. He 
labored a few wecks near lake George, andin the north western 
counties of Vermont. ‘he greater portion of his travels and labors, 
however, was in the north eastern counties of New-York. He 
travelled twelve hundred and thirty miles; several times ad- 
ininistered the Lord’s supper ; baptized eight children ; preached 
ninety-one sermons; visited 56 schools, and many families ; 
catechised the children in nine villages where there were no 
schools ; and found, in almost every place, some who were thank- 
ful for missionary labors, and who expressed earnest desires of 
receiving more missionaries. His reception was, in general, truly 
hospitable, and apparently affectionate. The visiting, catechisiny, 
aud religious instruction, of schools was an article of his speciat 
concern. 

“ If I have done good, any where,” he says, “ I think it has 
‘been in schools. In those that I have visited, religious instruc- 
‘ tion has been very much needed. In many places, it has seem- 
* ed to make a deep impression ; and I have thought, that an op- 
‘ portunity of visiting a school was a more precious opportunity 
‘of doing good, than an opportunity of preaching a sermon to an 
‘equal number of adults.” 

In the course of the year, 1808, the Rev. Henry Chapman be- 
an missionary service in the counties of Otsego and Delaware, 
State of New-York. Want of health, however, compelled him to 
relinquish the employment sooner than he had intended. He de- 
livered forty-three sermons ; baptized two adults and twelve chil- 
dren ; admitted twenty-one to the fellowship and privileges of the 
chuich ; sundry times administered the sacramental ‘memorial of 
Chiist’s sufferings and death ; assisted at the ordination and in- 
stallation of ministers ; and visited families and the sick. 

‘There seem,” he says, “tobe many genuine Christians, in 
‘almost every town. Some are truly alive in religion ; and ovhers 
‘ave letting down their watch, for want of instruction and guidance. 
I have found great necessity for much missionary exertion. 
* The field is large, and ministers are comparatively few.” 

Again, he says, * the missionary Board have great reason to 
‘ rejoice, in the smiles of a gracious God on their endeavors te 
‘spread the gospel. Many in this wilderness, are rejoicing in the 
‘mevey and grace of God, through their instrumentality.” 

‘lowards the close of autumn, 1808, the Rev. Israel Brainerd 
commenced missionary labor by appointment of the ‘Trustees. 
}iis tour cxiended through the Black River settlements, and those 
that lie along near the south margin of Lake Ontario. 

Concerning one extensive tract of country, he says, “ There ap- 
* pears no special attention to religion, in this part of the field as- 
‘sizned me; buta general stupidity ; a great neglect of the Sab- 
‘bath ; and in seme places, the prevalence of vice. I wastreated 
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¢ with all the kindness and humanity that I could wish; and, 
‘ amidst all my discourses, I had the satisfaction to preach to a few 
‘ crowded assemblies ; and to see some solemn and impressive 
6 seasons.” 

Concerning another section of his field, he says, “In this 
‘ part of my tour, I generally found good encouragement. Some 
‘ people were under serious impressions of mind—a listening ear 
‘in all—and a prompt attendance upon seasons of instruction. — 
* Missionaries have done much towards bringing the people from 
‘a state of confusion to a state of order, in the things of religion. 
‘ But much yet remains to be done.” 

“ In my tour, l rode five hundred and fifty miles ; preached 
‘ eighty and eight sermons ; attended cight conferences and two 
‘funerals ; once administered the Lord’s Supper and baptized six 
¢ children ; and visited families, schools, and the sick.” 

Near the end of the year, 1808, the Rev. David Harrower tra- 
velled and labored, a number of weeks, as a missionary, in the 
counties of Chenango and Broome—state of New-York. In scve- 
ral of the settlements, he found the people under the power of an 
awful stupidity, on the vast concerns of religion and salvation.— 
Tn astill greater number there was a deep and solemn attention 
to these subjects. 

He says, * I have been, in general, kindly received by the pco- 
‘ ple among whom I have travelled, asa missionary ; and [hope 
* the Socicty will think of their destitute situation, and afford them 
¢ further assistance.” 

Near the close of the same year, Mr. Silas Hubbard, a candi- 
date, entered on missionary service, in Madison county—state of 
New-York. In this labor, he spent a few weeks at a time, in 
different parts of the year, 1809. He was, in general, affection- 
ately received. In a few settlements, he found the people care- 
Jess about the great business of the probationary life. In a con- 
siderable number, he met those who were seriously concerned to 
obtain salvation. He found numbers, also, who gave evidence of 
being happy in religion. He carefully visited and instructed the 
children in schools. In family visiting, likewise, for religious 
conversation and improvement, it appears, that he spent a suit- 
able proportion of his time. 

The Rev. John Spencer had labored, as a missionary, under the 
dcrection of the Trustees, antecedent to the period narrated in 
this communication. ‘Those parts of New-York and Pennsylva- 
nia bordering on the south eastern shore of Lake Erie, constitute 
his appropriate field. 

Under date of Decembcr, 1808, he says, “ I have nothing new 
‘to write with respect to the state of religion. Those, who arc 
‘ professors of it, still appear too cold and indifferent. I find ne 
‘special seriousness on any minds: but worshipping assemblics 
* rather increase in numbers, both on Sabbath and week days. 

“In every place that I visit, I meet with a cordial reception. 
‘People in general, pay a very decent attention to the word spo- 
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‘ken, and appear anxious to make some manifestations of the 
‘ gratitude they feel to the Missionary Society.” 

The accounts, in his last communications, are withan excep- 
tion or two, similar to the foregoing. In the course of the last 
winter, he travelled into New Connecticut, and labored a few 
weeks, in that field. 

This Narrative regards his labors as far back as the autumn of 
1808. It appears, that, during the time under consideration, he 
travelled more than eighteen hundred miles, and was, through the 
whole period, diligent in performing the usual missionary servi- 
ces. 

The trustees, in their last Narrative, mentioned the Rev. Ebe- 
nezer Kingsbury as having, near the beginning of July, 1808, 
entered on missionary labor, in the counties of Otsego, Delaware, 
and Chenango. He continued on that tour, until the latter part 
of December. He travelled nearly one thousand miles. He de- 
Jivered more than one hundred sermons ; baptized eleven chil- 
dren ; attended cleven religious conferences ; and made one hun- 
dred and fifty three family visits, besides in the houses where he 
took lodgings. 

** The people where I have labored,” he says, “ have treated me 
‘ without exception, with kindness and respect. In most of the 
* places there was a hearing ear. In some places were a few in- 
‘stances of awakening. Pious pcople appeared to be animated 
‘snd encouraged. They were refreshed with religious conversa- 
‘tion, and the preaching of the word.—Where I have been, peo- 
‘ ple have spoken well, generally, of the missionaries, who have 
‘been sent among them. From the information which I have re- 
‘ceived, doubtless many will rejcice eternally, in consequence of 
‘ the labors of missionaries. ‘The Trustees have reason to be en- 
‘ couraged in the good work, in which they are engaged.” 

Inthe same counties, Mr. Kingsbury commenced, sometime 
in March last, snother series of missionary labor. Ile extended 
his travels, likewise, and his work into other counties in the vi- 
cinity of those ; and into the county of Luzerne in Pennsylvania. 
This mission continued, till about the middle of autumn. 

In accompiishing its object, he travelled one thousand and six- 
ty-three miles, preached one hundred forty and two sermons ; 
made one hundred twenty and seven family visits ; attended six- 
teen religious conferences, and seven church meetings ; four 
times administered the Lord’s supper ; baptized three adults and 
twenty-four children, and gave religious instruction in three 
schools. He repeats his former remark, and says, * I have in ev- 
‘ery instance, been received with great cordiality, by the people 
‘ among whom I have labored. Many of the people express much 
‘ yratitude to the Missionary Society for their kind care of them, 
* aud to the good people of Connecticut for their benevolence. 

‘« Inthe towns and settlements I have visited, there is, in general, 
‘ an increasing attention to hearing the word. In some places 
‘there has been ja special revival—The assemblies have been 
Vout. LI. No. 1. D 



















— 








26 Narrative of Missions. [Jax. 


‘ more full and solemn than they were, last season. I have rarely 
¢ preached a sermon, but some have been solemnty affected. 
‘ Missionary labors are greatly needed, in that part of the country 
‘where Itravelled. In some of the settlements there is increa- 
‘ sing encouragement, that the labors of missionaries may be bles- 
‘ sed to the saving benefit of some souls,” 

Sometime in June last, the Rev. Royal Phelps went, on mis- 
sionary service, into the county of Ontario, and in the Holland 
Purchase, county of Niagara. He travelled three hundred and 
sixteen miles; delivered forty four sermons, visied sixteen 
schools ; and many families ; administered special ordinances 5 
and frequently attended the sick. 

In a number of settlements he was received with great cordiali- 
ty,—but not in all. “ In many of them,” he says, “ the state of 
‘society is truly deplorable. Scarcely is the form of yodiiness 
‘visible. The sabbath is awfully profaned, and God’s name is dis- 
‘honored in various ways. Great carelessness and stupidity pre- 
¢ vail — 

“ Though my reception has not been, in every respect, as favor- 
‘ able as could be wished, yet it is to be hoped, that the exertions 
‘of the Missionary Society have not been altogether useless. 
¢ Through their instrumentality, it is hoped, that saints have been 
‘ edified, some sinners convinced, awakened consciences directed 
‘to the feet of Jesus, and mourners comforted. But much yet 
‘remains to be done in this western wilderness. Iniidelity abounds 
‘to an alarming degree, and in various shapes. Self-stiled preach- 
‘ ers of the gospel, also, are very numerous, who, it,is feared, are 
‘the means of alluring multitudes into the fatal snares of the 
‘ preat adversary. Missionary aid is greatly needed here.” 

By the Rev. Aaron Cleveland sixteen weeks of the past scason 
have been spent in the missionary service. ‘The vicinity of lake 
George was the field in which he labored. He preached cighty 
and three sermons ; administered gospel ordinances ; and visited 
schools and families, as he found opportunities, for religious con- 
ference and improvement. 

It does not appear from his journal, that he witnessed any re- 
markable revivals of religious attention in his field of Jabor. Nor 
does it appear, that he was kindly received, in every place, where 
he offered to preach Christ and salvation. He had frequent occa- 
sion to notice a deplorable ignorance and stupidity about spiritual 
things. Notwithstanding such discouragements, the Trustees de- 
voutly hope, that missionary exertions may yetbe there accompa- 
nied by the blessings of heaven, and be rendered instrumental of 
reviving the Lord’s saving work, among the people of those grow- 
ing settlements. 

The Rev. Seth Williston has continued, as in preceding years, 
to labor in the missionary cause, by the appointment of this Board. 
In several counties of New-York and Pennsylvania, he has per- 
formed the work assigned him, by the Trustees, such parts of the 


time, as his engagements with the people of his pastoral charge 
have permitted. 
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Remarking on the tour, which closed near the beginning of 
1809, he says, “ I went over so large an extent of country, that I 
¢ could make no lengthy tarry in any one place.—Numbers were 
‘ quite thankful, however, for one sermon—for one conference. 
¢ | believe the missionary business has been greatly blessed, to stir 
‘up the pure minds of the scattered followers of the Lamb, who 
‘ were either beginning to slumber and sleep, or to despond and be- 
‘ come weary and faint in their minds. I believe, also, that when 
‘ error has been coming in, like a flood, the Missionary Societies 
‘ have, through grace, lifted up a standard against it. And where 
¢ there have no general awvakenings followed the preaching of mis- 
‘ sionaries, I find bere and there one, who has, by their instrumen- 
‘tality, been espoused to Christ. We have great reason to bless 
‘ God, that the missionaries from the different Societies have all 
‘ spoken the same things concerning the essential doctrines, fee- 
* lings, and duties, of Christianity.” 

[Zo be continued. } 


Lpfiscofiakan Society for the firo- 
fiagation of the Bible and Com- 
mon Praycr Book, New- 
York, 

An Appress and the CoxstitTvu- 
TION, of the Bipie and Com- 
MON PRAYER Boox Society, 
established in the City of NWew- 

‘ork, 4. D. 1809. 


ADDRESS. 


TO prove the utility of a so- 
ciety for distributing the Bible 
and Book of Common Prayer, it 
can only be necessary to sug- 
gest the importance of these 
volumes, and to state the fact, 
that many from poverty, or oth- 
er causes, are destitute of them. 
The duty of establishing means 
for their distribution will be an 
obvious consequence. 

The Bible claims veneration 
as the oldest History extant ; 
containing an account of the ori- 
gin and destination of man, and 
of many other interesting facts, 
for which we search in vain 
among uninspired records. 


ra 





Tracing the events of the early 
ages of the world, it unfolds to 
us the laws, policy, and history, 
of a people, who were establish- 
ed by the miraculous agency of 
the Most High; and who still 
remain amidst the ruins of con- 
temporary empires, a monu- 
ment of his power, and a stri- 
king evidence of the divine 
character of that volume which 
predicted their varying for- 
tunes, and their present unpar- 
alleled condition. 

The series of propuecy laid 
open to usin the Bible renders 
it still further an object of the 
highest veneration. The char- 
acter and fate of individuals, the 
rise and fall of nations, were 
clearly delineated in the sacred 
volume, long before’ they ap- 
peared on the stage of the 
world. And one most interest- 
ing personage, predicted in the 
beginning, as the Saviour of 
fallen man, occupied the strains 
of prophecy until his glorious 
manifestation in the flesh— 
Then the church which he es- 
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tablished became of prophetic 
inspiration, displaying its histo- 
ry, and the important changes 
of the worid, subservient to it, 
until the final period when its 
militant state shall be exchang- 
ed for its triumphant state in 
Heaven. | 

Inall the events and charac- 
ters recorded or predicted in 
the sacred volume, man is inti- 
mately concerned. For its dis- 
tinguishing excellence and au- 
thority consist, in its being the 
REVELATION OF THE WILL OF 
Gop. From it is derived 
whatever portion of religious 
truth adorns the pages of that 
philosophy which is sometimes 
setup in opposition to it—In 
the Bible alone we find revealed 
the consoling truth, that “ God 
is in Christ, reconciling the 
world unto himself ;” in it alone 
are, “life and immortality 
brought to light.” Whatever 
view therefore we take of the 
Bible, it commands our high- 
est reverence, and our im- 
plicit faith. For “there is 
depth enough therein to exer- 
cise the wise, and plainness 
enough to instruct the weak.” 
And still more justly to 
characterise it, in the words of 








an eminent scholar,* who devo- | 


ted toit his most serious atten- 
tion---“ It has God for its au- 
thor, salvation for its end, and 
truth without any mixture of 
error for its matter.” 

These are excellencics of the 
sacred volume familiar to Chris- 
tians, and which, to be duly ap- 
preciated, require only to be 
mentioned. But arethose Chris- 
tians who revere their Bible as 
bearing the stamp of divine au- 


—— 
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thority, and cherish as the only 
basis of their immortal hopes, 
aware that there are numbers 
wholly ignorant of its truths ?— 
Such is the lamentable fact. 
Many are the abodes of wretch- 
edness, which no light of con- 
solation from this divine volume 
cheers. Many are the recepta- 
cles of vice, which neither the 
judgments of God revealed in 
the Bible alarm, nor his blessed 
promises of the mercy to re- 
penting sinners consotlc....... Not 
a few of those who disturb by 
their passions or their crimes 
the peace of socicty, have never 
learnt from their Bible to obey 
every lawful “ ordinance of man 
for the Lord’s sake ;” and to 
practise those virtues of sobrie- 
ty, contentment and humility, 
which are essential to the pre- 
servation of civilorder. Friends 
of your country! Christians ! 
the temporal interests of your 
fellow men, their immortal wel- 
fare demand that you exert your 
efforts to disseminate among 
them, the knowledge of God’s 
revealed will. 

And next to the Bint which 
contains this revealed will, those 
who have established this so- 
ciety have been accustemed to 
revere the Book or Common 
Prayer. This book, containing 
much of the picus sentiment 
and language which animated 
primitive martyrs, and in which 
they poured forth to their God 
and Saviour their prayers and 
praises, was compiled by the 
care and labor of the Fathers of 
the Reformation in the Church 
of England. Universally admi- 
red for its simplicity and its pa- 
thos, it is acknowledged, even 
by many who reject it, to be an 











affecting and correct display of 
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evangelical doctrine, and to 
breathe the pure emotions of 
the devout soul. What better 
method then can be adopted to 
disscminate the truths of the 
Bible, than by dispersing a book, 
which, exhibiting these truths 
in the affecting language of de- 
votion, impresses them on the 
heart as well as on the under- 
standing ¢ 

Is this book in the hands of all 
who value it? The contrary is 
the fact. The Clergy in the 
city are often applied to by their 
poor parishioners for a Book of 
Common Praycr. Many also 
would prize it, and would im- 
prove it as a gift, who will not 
fo to the expense of purchasing 
it. These remarks are obvi- 
ously more applicable to parish- 
es in the country, particularly to 
those which are forming in new 
settlements. From these quar- 
tcrs, the calls are frequent for 
this admirable summary of 
evangelical truth. 

The importance and duty of 
advancing Christian knewledge, 
by the dissemination of Bibles, 
Common Prayer Books, and re- 
ligious tracts, have been long 
confessedamong Christians gen- 
erally, and particularly in Great 
Britain. There, large sums of 
money are annually expended in 
promoting these objects. Ina 
new country, it is of immense 
consequence, even in a civil 
poitt of view, that religious 
ant moral principle should 
keep pace with the increase of 
population and wealth. In re- 
gard to the eternal interests of 
man, the importance of this 
truth rises aboye all calculation. 

Christians! your sympathy 
is often awakened for the bodies 
of men. Have compassion on 
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their souls. Minister to their 
spiritual health. Provide for 
their cternal welfare.--At the 
last day an inquiry willbe institu- 
ted.— Have ye fed the hungry ? 
Have ye ciothed the naked? 
Remember ! a more important 
inquiry will be.—Have ye fed 
the hungry with the bread of 
life ? Have ye clothed the naked 
with the garments of salvation ? 

The earnest Prayer is offered 
to him who holds in his hand 
the hearis of all men, that he 
would dispose Christians to aid 
an institution, humbly devoted 
to his glory, with the means of 
permanently and extensively 
diffusing the knowledge of his 
holy word. : 

CONSTITUTION. 

1. Every person who pays 
two dollars at the time of sub- 
scribing, and two dollars annu- 
ally afterwards, shall be a Mem- 
ber of the Socicty. The pay- 
ment of fifiy dollars, or more, 
at the time of subscribing, shall 
entitle a person to be a Mem- 
ber for life, without any turther 
contribution. 

2. The contributions, at the 
time of subscribing, with such 
donations as may be received 
from benevolent individuals, 
shallbe the permanent fund of 
the Seciety, and not subject to 
disbursement. The interest of 
the permanent fund with the 
annual contributions, shall be 
appropriated to the purchase 
and distribution of Bibles, and 
Common Prayer Books, and 
when deemed expedient, of re- 
iigious tracts. 

3. The business of the Soci- 
ety shall be conducted by a 
Board of Managers, consisting 
of the Clergy of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church resident in 
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the city of New-York : and of 
ten Laymen, to be chosen annu- 
ally by ballot, by the Members 
present, on the first Tuesdey af- 
ter the 24th of February, the 
festival of St. Matthias. The 
Bishop of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the diocese of 
New-York shall be President of 
the Society, and of the Board of 
Managers, znd, in his absence, 
a Chairman shall be appointed. 
The Board of Managers shall 
meet on the day after the annual 
Meeting to choose from their 
own nuinber a Secretary, and 
Treasurer ; and shall meet af- 
terwards according to their own 
rules. Seven of the Managers 
shall constitute a quorum to do 
business. The Board of Mana- 
gers shall make all laws neces- 
sary for the government of the 
Society, and shall cause a state- 
ment of the receipts and expen- 
ditures of money, with such oth- 
er matters as they may deem 
proper, to be laid before the 
Members of the Society at the 
annual mectings. 

4. On the day of the annual 
Meeting of the Society, the 
morning or evening frayer shall 
be celebrated, and a suitable 
sermon preached ; after which 
a collection shall be made, to be 
appropriated to the funds of the 
Society.—The Preacher shall 
be appointed atthe first meet- 
ing of the Board of Managers 
subsequent to the annual meet- 
ing, by the Bishop, or, in case 
of his absence, by their Chair- 
man. And the Bishop or 
Chairman shall also appoint the 
time and place of service; of 
both which as well as of the an- 
nual mecting, public notice 
shall be given by the Secreta- 
ry. 
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5. The Constitution of the 
Society shall be unalterable, ex- 
cept by a vote of two-thirds of 
the Board of Managers, and a 
concurrent vote of two-thirds of 
the Members of the Society 
present at the annual Meeting. 

MANAGERS. 

(Until the annual Election.) 

The Right Rev. Bishop 
Moone, President. 

The Clergy of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the city of 
New-York. 

Martruew CLarkson. 

Henry RoGers. 

Tuomas Harvey. 

GrorceE Dominick. 

Jacos Le Roy. 

WicuiiAM Bayarp. 

JoHN ONDERDONK, 

Davip B. OcpEn. 

Joun SLIDELL. 

Guiian Luptow, Treas’r. 

Rev. Tuomas Lye tt, Sec’y. 
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[The flowing isa copy of the Con- 
stitution of another Society, fermed 
in New-York, for the same pur- 
pose. } 


New-York Bible Society. 


THE subscribers, desirous of 
extending the knowledge of the 
Holy Scriptures, in which God 
has revealed the way of salva- 
tion to our lost and ruined race, 
and being persuaded that a more 
extensive distribution of them, 
among persons who are desti- 
tute of them, will have, by the 
divine blessing, most beneficial 
effects, have formed themselves 
into a Society, to be called 


THE NEW-YORK BIBLE SOCIETY, 


of which the Constitution shall 
be as follows : ° 
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1. All copies of the Scrip- 
tures, distributed or published 
by this Society. shail be without 
notes, and of the version in com- 
mon use among Protestants, in 
whose languages, respectively, 
it may be deemed usctul to dis- 
tribute or publish them. 

2. Persons of every denomi- 
nation may become members. 

3. Every member shall pay 
five dollars at the time of sub- 
sciibing the Constitution, and 
three dollars every year afier- 
wards..... very person who shall 
pay fifty dollars in any single 
payment, shall be a member du- 
ring life, without any further 
contribution. 

4. The business of the Socie- 
ty shall be conducted by twenty- 
four managers, viz. a President, 
two Vice-Presidents, two Secre- 
taries, a Treasurer, and cighteen 
others, who shall, after the first 
election be chosen annually by 
ballot, by the members present, 
on the first Monday in Decem- 
ber. Seven of the managers 
shall be a quorum for the trans- 
action of all business, except the 
appropriation of money above 
the sum of two hundred dollars, 
when thirteen shall be necessa- 
ry: in either case, the presi- 
dent, or one of the vice-presi- 
dents, and one of the secretaries, | 
shall be of the quorum. They | 
shall make by-laws for regula- 
ting the business of the Society; 
carry on Its necessary correspon- 
dence; and lay before the Soci- 
ety, at the annual meeting, an | 
account of their transactions du- 
ring the preceding year. 

5. A special meeting may be 
called at any time by the Presi- 


Revival of Religion in Guilford. 





dent, at his own pleasure, or at 
the request of any three mem-! 
bers. | 


Sh 


6. No alteration of this Consti- 
tution shall be made without the 
concurrence of two thirds of 
the members present. 


Ata Mecting of the Members 
of the Society, on Monday, 
the 4th of December, 1809, 
the following gentlemen were 
elected Officers and Mana- 
gers for the ensuing year. 


Rev. Dr. Livineston, Pres’nt, 
Rev. Dr. Mason, Ist, 2, ,, 
F «fs 

Rev. Mr. Parxinson, 2d§ 
Rev. Dr. MILLER, 2 » 

'¢ Secretaries. 
tev. Mr. M‘Leon, 
D. L. Donce, Treasurer. 


Rev. Dr. Aiiiiedoller, Rev. Dr. 
Romeyn, Rev. Mr. Williamey 
Rev. Mr. M‘Lay, Rev. Mr. 
thatcher, Elisha Coit, John Stou- 
tenburgh, Robert Gosman, J. I. 
Margarum, Divie Bethune, Da- 
vid Gelston, John R. Murray, 
Join P. Mumford, Zechariah 
wewis, Leonard Dleecker, Ane 
drew Gifford, Henry Rutgers, 
John Mills, Managers. 
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' Rey. Sir, 

A CONSIDERABLE time 
has elapsed since you requested 
me, to send you a brief history 
of the late work of the Lord 


among the pcopile of my 
charge. Pressure of business 


prevented me from complying 
with your request immediately 
as I at first intended: another 
reason has induced me since to 
defer sending you such a histo- 
ry,till the present time. Though 
1 never had a doubt that it wasa 
real work of the Holy Spirit, 
yet I wished for an opportunity 
for the fruits to afford that kind 
of evidence which none can 
without manifest impropriety 


























$2 Revival of Religion in Guilford. (Jay. 


deny ; and that this evidence 
might accompany the history 
of the work. 

If you think the following 
worthy of a place in your Mag- 
azine you are at liberty to pub- 
lish it. 


IT is now almost two ycars. 
since an unusttal attention to re- 
ligion commenced in the first 
pavish of Guilford. [ts begin- 
ning was such as to evince be- 
yond a rational doubt that it was 
produced by the supernatural | 
influences of the Spirtt. No | 
second cause can be assigned 
but the ordinary means ol 
grace ; the plain exhibi ition of 
divine truth, purticularly those 
doctrines denominated the doc- 
trines of grace. For several 
months previous to any thing 
like a general awakening, there 
was an increased attention to 
public worship, the preaching 
of the word, and religious con- 
ference. Christians in many 
instances appeured to have a 
spirit of grace and supplica- 
tion, and there were a few in- 
stances of hopeful conversion. 
Sometime in January 1608, a 
considerable number of persons 
in different parts of the suciety 
were about the same time deep- 


ly impressed with a sense of 


their sins; while the exercises 
of their minds were unknown 
toeach other. But their situa- 
tion was scon kiiown through 
the society and gave a sudden 
spring to the exertions of Chris- 
tians and excited general curi- 
osity. From this time the work 
progressed with great rapidity : 

the house of God was crowded 
not only on the Sabbath, but at 
other seasons appointed for pub- 
lic worship; aud religious 








meetings were held in every 
part of the society. Thecoun- 
tenances of the audience solemn 
us eternity bespoke deep anxic- 
ty of mind. Many stout-heart- 
ed sinners were brought to 
tremble in viewof the justice of 
an holy God. Religion became 
the topic of conversation in cv- 
ery circle. The presence of 
the Lord was so manifest that 
few dared openly to oppose. 
More than ene hundred were 


| hopefully emancipated from the 


bondage of Satan, and brought 
into the liberty of the sons of 
God, most of whom were awa- 
kened within two or thice 
months. 

As to ihe general character- 
istics of the work it may be ob- 
served, that there was little or 
no appearance of irregularity, 
or enilusiasm; no extraordina- 
ry bodily affections. In the ex- 
erciscs of the subjects of it, 
there was a great vuriety, as 
might be rationally expected 
from the diverse modcs of th 
Spirit’s operation, the different 
natural constitutions of mind,and 
different degrees of religious 
knowledge : but in gencral they 
manifested a  coimparatively 
small degree of legal terror, 
while they were deeply impres- 
sed with a sense of their natur- 
al depravity and opposition of 
heart to God. Some obtained 
a comfortable hope in a few 
days after they were first awa- 
kened ; but a great part of them 
continued for weeks without 
hope ; and obtained evidence of 
their conversion by slow de- 
grees; \nd few were confident. 
Many were alarmed for fear 
their convic..uns had left them, 
and they were returning to their 
former state of st: inidity, and 
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vet appeared to be reconciled to 
the character andthe law of God, 
and to see great beauty in the 
divine attributes and the plan of 
salvation by Christ. All those 
who obtained hope appeared to 
draw all their consolation from 
the doctrines of the cross. 

‘tho’ few were added to the 
number of the awakened after 
the first tirce months, yet the 
aticntion to religious meetings 
and the spirit of Ciristians con- 
tinued without great abatement 
‘e than a year. They 
since much declined. 
But stiil the stete of society and 
the aspect of things among us 
are very Cilercnt from what 
they were three years ago: 
fashionable amusements have 
been almost entirely disconiinu- 
ed; there is much less disorder 
among us, and the general con- 
duct of the people is evidently 
better. ‘The young peopte, in- 
stead of assembling at the ball- 
roomn as formerly, have met 
onc evening in a week to re- 
ceive instruction in the doc- 
trincs and cuties of religion. 
The mode of instruction which 
has been pursued for sixteen 
months past hasbeen to discuss 
questions in religion. At the 
close of one mecting a ques- 
tion is proposed for the next ; 
the young people of both sexes 
write on the question. At the 
succeeding meeting the young 
men exhibit their own compo- 
sitions, and those of the ladies 
are read by me: after which I 
vive a short discussion of the 
subject. The meetings are 
opened and ‘closed as is usual in 
other meetings with singing and 
prayer. The improvement of 
the young pcople in religious 
knowledge, has been much be- 
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yond my expectations, and such 
as to be highly gratifying to our 
serious Christians. 

Though we have reason to 
mourn for some who have been 
awakened, but have returned to 
their former courses of iniquity, 
yet we have cause of thankful- 
ness that most, if not all, who 
have made a public profession 
in this time of refreshing, ap- 
pear to adorn the profession. 
While we bewail our own in- 
gratitude and the luke warm- 
ness into which we have fallen, 
we have reason to bless God 
that some precious fruits of his 
work among us still remain, and 
I trust will remain through eter- 
nity. 

Yours, &c. 
AARON DUTTON. 
Guilford, Noy. 23d, 1809. 


—att 3s 


On the Manner of Preaching the 
Gosfiel : Extracted jrom 
Mitlner’s History of the Church 
of Christ, in his Review of the 
works of Augustine, under the 
head cf Christian Doctrine. 





HIS Treatise on Christian 
Doctrine deserves to be perused 
throughout by young ministers; 
for the purpose of forming the 
taste and directing the manner, 
as well as enlightening the un- 
derstanding, and warming the 
heart of him who undertakes to 
instruct mankind. Asa preach- 
er, Augustine doubtless excel- 
led ; but his excellence lay in 
exhibiting that which was useful 
to the vulgar, not that which 
was entertaining to the learned. 
Perhaps, in no age was the pas- 
toral taste more depraved, than 
it isin the present. An highly 
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finished, elaborate, and elegant 
style is looked on as the perfec- 
tion of a christian speaker ; and 
the manner, rather than the 
matter, is the chief object. It 
is not considered, that an artifi- 
cial and polished arrangement 
of sentences is lost on a vulgar 
audience, and those who affect 
it, are, itisto be feared. little 
moved themselves with the im- 
portance of divine things, and 
are far more solicitous for their 
own character as speakers, than 
for the spiritual profit of their 
hearers. Yet in no age did 
God Aimighty ever more clear- 
ly shew, by the effects, what 
was agrecable in his sight. 
What a number of learned and 
elaborate sermons have been 
preached te no purpose ! even 
the truth of doctrine that is in 
them is rendered, in a great 
meastire, useless by the wisdom 
of words, with which it has 
been clothed. While plain, art- 
less, colloquial addresses tothe 
populace, by men fearing God, 
and speaking of divine things in 
fervor and charity, have been 
attended with DEMONSTRATION 
OF THF SPIRIT AND OF POWER, 
and souls have been rescued, 
through their means, from sin 
and Satan. Classical and orna- 
menial knowledge is not the 
first thing to be aimed at by a 
pastor. Ifhe is yet very young, 
duis time indeed is laudably em- 
ployed in cultivating his facul- 
lies in this respect. And if his 
genius for eloquence be strong 
and acute, he will soon learn 
the justest rules sufficiently for 
the purpose of his profession. 
There is indeed an eloquence 
in the Scripture, but it is an el- 
uguence adapted to the subject, 
plainly divine; and though it 








does not avoid, yet it never os- 
tentatiously displays the elo- 
quence of the Grecks and Ro- 
mans. A pastor, who has tal- 
ents for speaking, attended with 
superior learning and endow- 
ments, will study to attain “ a 
diligent negligence,” that he 
may hever overshoot the capa- 
citics of his audience, either 
by refined reasonings or by ar- 
tificial elegancies of diction. 
Plain, downright, above all 
things perspicuous and intelli- 
gible, without being rude or 
clownish, he wili descend to 
the lowest comprehension of 
his audience ; and his grandeur 
and sublimity will appear in 
things, not in words. He will 
gladiy give up his reputation to 
the fastidicusness of critics ; 
for he has sculs to bring into 
Christ’s fold, and is not solicit- 
ous of the praise of men. He 
will shew, without designing it, 
from time to time, that he can 
speak more elaborately, and 
more elegantly ; Lut eloquence 
will follow his subject, not go 
before it. ‘This will be the 
plan of a man of genius and 
learning in the work of the pul- 
pit; he will humble himsell, 
that Christ may be exalted. 
But Christ can do his work by 
workmen of slower and more 
ordinary capacitics, and he of- 
ten has done so.* 
a 


* Augustine knew how to practise 
his own rules of eloquence, and two 
instances reiated by himself shew 
him, notwithstanding the defective 
taste of his age, to have been no 
mean orator. While he acted as « 

resbyter at Hippo, under Valerius 
is bishop, he ~as appointed by 
him to preach to the people, in or- 
der to reclaim them from riotous 
feasting on solema days. He open- 
ed the Scriptures, and read to them 
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I have not wandered from 
the subject of CHRISTIAN Goc- 
trine, handied by Augustine. 
W hat I have mentioned are in a 
great measure his ideas, One 
important rule he adds, which, 
though plain to every serious 
— 


fhe most vehement rebukes. Lie 
besovght thei by the ignominy and 
sorrow, and by the blood of Christ, 
not to destrey themselves, to pity 
him who spake to them with so 
much affection, and to shew some 
regard to their vencrable old bishop, 
who, out of tenderness to them, 
had charged him to insiract them in 
the truth. “ I did not make them 
weep, says he, by first weeping 
over tiem, but while [ was preaching, 
their tears prevented mine. ‘Then 
Jown 1 could not restrain myself. 
After we had wept together, I be- 
gan to entertain great hope cf their 
amendment.” He now varied from 
the discourse he had prepared, be- 
cause the present softness of their 
minds seemed to require something 
different. In fine, he had the satis- 
fuction to find the evil redressed 
from that very day. 

‘The other occasion was this, “* we 
must not imagine, says he, that 
a man has spoken powerfully, when 
he receives much applause. “This 
js sometimes given to low turns of 
wit, and merely ornamental elo- 
quence. Kut the sublime over 
wheims the mind with its vehe- 
mence, it strikes them dumb; it 
melts them into tears. When I en- 
deavored to persuacic the people 
of Casarea to abolish their barba- 
yous sports, in which, at a_ certain 
time of the year, they tought pub- 
liciy for several days, I said what 
I could, but while I heard only their 
acclamations, 1 thought T had done 
nothing; but when they wept, 1 
had hope that the horrible custom 
which they had received from their 
ancestors would be abolished, It is 
now upward of eipht years since 
that time, and by the grace of God 
they have ever since been restrained 
from the practice.” Here was true 
eloquence, and whatis of far more 
conse yuence,true piety ina preacher. 
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mind, is too much crerlooked 
by many. Let our Christian 
orator, says he, who would be 
understood and be heard with 
pleasure, pray belore he 
speak. Let him lift up his 
thirsty soul toGod before he pro- 
nounce aiiy thing. Ler since 
there are many things which 
may be said, and many modes 
of saying the same thing, who 
knows, except he who knows 
the hearts of all men, what is 
most expedient to be said at the 
present hour? and who can 
cause us to speak what we 
ought, and aswe ought, unless 
he in whose hands we and our 
words are? And, bv these 
means, he may learn ell that is 
to be taught, and may acanire 
a faculty of speaking as be- 
comesa pastor. Atthe hour of 
speaking itselfa faithful spirit 
will think his Lord’s words a- 
tapted to his circumstances: 
‘Think not what or how ye 
shail speak; for it is not ye 
that speak, but the Spirit of 
your Father which speaketh In 
you.” Ifthe Hely Spirit speak 
in those that are delivered up 
to persecutors fer Christ, why 
not also in those who deliver 
Christ to learners ? But, onthe 
other side, if any say, that men 
need to know norules nor follow 
any studies, if the Holy Ghost 
make men teachers, it might be 
said also, men need not to pray, 
because our Lord saith, your 
Father knoweith what ye have 
need of before ye ask him ; 
and at this rate the rules of St. 
Paul to Timothy and ‘Titus 
might be superseded. Prayer 


and study therefore shouid go 
hand in hand; and the two 
Epistles to Timothy and that to 
Titus are of standing authori- 
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ty inthe church, and ought to 
be deeply meditated upon by 
every one who undertakes the 
office of a teacher.” 


——D + eS 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE 
NECTICUT MAGAZINE. 


CON- 


SIR, 

IN the twelfth chapter of 
Matthew, verses Slst and 52d, 
are the following words : 

“ Whercfore I say unto you, 
all manner of sin and blasphe- 
my shall be forgiven unto men: 
But the blasphemy against the 
Holy Ghost shal! not be forgiv- 
en unto men. And whoso- 
ever speaketh a word against 
the Son of man, it shail be for- 
given him : But whosocver 
speaketh against the Holy Ghost, 
it shail net be forgiven him, 
neither in this world, ncither in 
the world to come.” 

Two questions arise from 
these verses, to which I desire 
an answer. 

1. Why is it a greater crime 
to sin against the Spirit, than it 
is to sin against the Son of God 
and man 

2. What is that sin which is 
unpardonable, and shall be for- 
given, neither in this world, 
neither in the world to comc? 

A perplexed and unhappy 


READER. 





to the Perplexed and 
Unhappy Reader. 


Answer 


TO give a correct answer to 
the questions, as they arise from 
the verses recited, we must at- 
tend to the circumstances under 
which they were spoken. When 


this is suitably understood, it | 
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will appezr with great clearness, 
why blasphemy against the Ho- 
ly Spirit is more dangerous than 
speaking against the Son of 
man. 

The Son and the Holy Spirit 
are God, ove with the Father, 
possessing the same perfections, 
and entitied tothe same credit, 
obedience, praise, and glory ; 
and knowing this to be the case, 
is doubtless one reason why it 
appears strange to the inquirer, 
that blasphemy, or speaking 
ugainst the Son of man may be 
forgiven, whiic the same ogainst 
the Holy Ghost shall be forgiv- 
en “ neither in this nor in the 
world to come.” Ii is necessa- 
ry we should attend to the cir- 
cumstances of the case related 
by Matthew. One possessed 
with a devil, blind and 
was brought to Jesus, he 
healed him, insomuci: that the 
blind and dumb both saw and 
spake. ‘The pharisees said, 
“ This feliow doth not cast out 
devils, but by Beeizebub the 
prince of deviis” Christ made 
sundry cGhscrvations to refute 
their impious folly, among which 
is the foliowing : If I by the 
Spirit of God cast out devils, 
then the kingdom of God 1s 
come unto you.” He here ex- 
plained the manner in which he 
cust out devils ; not as the Son 
of God, the second person o! 
the adorabls Trinity, but as the 
man Christ Jesiis, fiiled with the 
fioly Ghost. Therefore he said 
that he cast them out by the 
Spirit of God. The miracles 
of Christ were as much through 
the power of the Holy Ghost, 
us those which were before 
wrought by the prophets, and 
afterwards by the apostles. Ja 
this charge of casting out dev.is 
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by Beelzebub, the prince of de- 
vils, they immediately maligned 
the Holy Spirit, by whose agen- 
cy these notabie works were 
done. ‘They denied his power, 
and ascribed his operations to 
the influences of the evil spirit, 
and herein consisted their blas- 
phemy against the Holy Ghost, 
which led Christ to say, “ Ail 
manner of sin and blasphemy 
shali be forgiven unto men : But 
the blasphemy against the Hoiy 
Ghost shail sot be forciven unto 
men. Whosoever speaketh a 
word against the Son of man, it 
shall be forgiven him : But 
whosoever speaketh against the 
Holy Ghost, it shail not be for- 
given him, neither in this world, 
nor in the world to come.” 
Two things are necessary 
for the forgiveness of sin: The 
first is an atonement, which is 
plenarily made by the Son of 
God, and is sufficient for the 
forgiveness of all sins, however 
great or aggravated. The great- 


ness of men’s sin cannot dimin- | 
ish the sufficiency of the Chris- 


tian expiation, so that none wili, 
on this reason, fail of being for- 
viven. But there are other 
reasons which may prevent for- 
giveness both in the world that 
now is, and that which is to 
come. 

A second thing necessary for 
the forgiveness of sin, is an ef-| 
fectual application to the heart | 
of the benefits Chrit purchased 
by his death. This isthe work 
of the Holy Ghost. However 
rich the purchase made by our 

tedcemer ; if an effectual ap- 
plication of its benefits is obsti- 
nately resisted by the impeni- 
tent, they cannot be forgiven.— 
But why can they not be forgiv- 
en? It is not through want of 
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mercy in God, neither from any 
deficiency in the atonement of 
Christ, but from their opposition 
to the work of the Holy Ghost, 
whereby they remain unqualifi- 
ed for forgiveness and the bies- 
sedness of heaven.—It hence 
appears why sins against the 
Holy Ghost, are so much more 
dangerous, than those commii- 
ted more directly against the 
Son of man. That power 
is resisted and grieved by which 
alone the benefits of redemp- 
tion can be applied to the souls 
of men. The Jews resisted 
the Holy Ghost, by whose 
power the miracles of Christ 
were wrought ; they, therefore, 
could be forgiven “neither in 
this world, ncr in the world to 
come,” for remaining under the 
power of sin, they must re- 
main under the power of cter- 
nal death. 

The preceding observations 
will assist us in answering the 
second inquiry, * What is that 
sin which is unpardonable and 
shall be foretven, neither in 
this world, neither inthe world 
to coine.” 

As the word of God speaks 
expressly of sins, which should 
not be forgiven, and which are 
unto death, we cannot doubt the 
fact. It is not found, that the 
holy scriptures do any where 
more expressly describe in what 
such sins consist, than in the 


| passage on which we are com- 


| 





mentine. ‘hey probably are 
sins against the Holy Ghost. 
Neither is it necessary to sup- 
pose, that the sin which can- 
not be foreiven is contined to 
uny particular word, action, or 
exercise of the heart. It must 
be known and judged from its 
general tendency and consequen- 
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ces, rather than from the exact 
quantity of guilt which it con- 
tains. A greater sin may be 
forgiven, while one which is 
less, from attending circum- 
stances, may be unpardonable. 
We aretold of those, concern- 


ing whom God said, “ My spir- | 


‘it shall no longer strive with 
‘them.” Every sin these per- 
sons committed, from the time 
that sentence was pronounced, 
froin this circumstance, must 
be unpardonable. From the 
total departure of the Spirit, 
they must remain ina state un- 
qualified for forgiveness, and 
unprepared to experience the 
love of God. A long course of 
iniquity against very clear light, 
is highly provoking to God, and 
calculated to draw down this aw- 
ful sentence, by which the doors 
of heaven are forever barred 
against the transyressor. 

The sins productive of this 
consequence, whatever they 
may be, are such as cannot be 
forgiven. —In the case of the 
blaspheming Jews, there was a 
pariicular sin; ascribing the 
works of Christ, which he 
wroneht by the power of the 


Holy Ghost, to the agency of 


Belzeebub, a prince of evil spir- 
its. In other cases, the spirit 
may be as eflectually grieved to 
depart, by a long and wilful op- 
pesition to great light, and his 
awakening influences. ‘There 
nay be a great diversity in the 
sins of men, and very different 
degrees of guilt which still tend 
to the same melancholy event: 
a total withdrawment of the aids 
efihe Holy Spirit, afier which 
they must remain unforgiven. 
Much inquiry hath been made, 
in what particular word, action, 
or exercise of heart, unpardon- 





able sins do consist. It is not 
seen, that any great benefit could 
arise, from our being able to 
give a precise answer to the in- 
quiry. For our warning and 
caution it is sufficient for us to 
know the general nature and 
certain effects of those sins, and 
they commonly consist in such 
conduct as grieves the Holy 
Ghost to withdraw his awaken- 
ing, renewing, and sanctifying 
influences. In such cases, the 
dishonor to the Father and Son, 
is as great as to the Spirit ; 
but it is his withdrawment 
which inevitably fixes their 
doom. 

A few words to alleviate the 
fears and excite the exertions 
of the perplexed Inquirer shall 
close this paper. 

From the manner of bis wri- 
ling, it appears probab'e he 
lears the commission of some 
sin which cannot be forgiven. 

Many persons fall into a des- 
pondency of this kind, which is 
very injurious in the life of re- 
ligion. Sometimes it is the un- 
fortunate state of real Christians. 
They see so much sinin their 
hearts and lives, they know not 
how it is possible God should 
forgive. ‘The faith of sucty in 
the infinite grace of God and 
the sufficiency of the atone- 
mentis very deficient. ‘They 
ought to pray * Lord increase 
our faith.” Convinced sinners 
sometimes have such apprehen- 
sions. ‘These ought to be re- 
minded, thatthe concern they 
fecl for their own state, is the 
highest evidence they have not 
grieved the Holy Spirit, wholly 
to depart from them. Their 
anxiety is an effect of his ac- 
tion on their minds. We have 


ithe best reason to conclude, 


ya eS 
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that those from whom the Spir- 
it of God is utterly withdrawn, 
sink into a state of the deepest 
security. From that moment 
their consciences are seared as 
with a hot iron, and they think 
neither of God, their own duty, 
orthe retributions of eternity. 
N. 





ORDINATIONS. 


ON the 7th of June, 1809, 
was ordained to the work of the 
gospel ministry in South East, 
state of New-York, the Rev. 
Braprorp Marcy, of Berk- 
shire county, Massachusctts.—— 
‘The Rev. Mr. Turner of Marl- 
borough, (Mass.) made the in- 
troductory prayer ; the Rev. 
Israel Ward of Danbury,preach- 
ed the sermon from John vii. 
46. “ Never man spake like this 
man ;” the Rev. David Ely, D. 
D. of Huntington, made the con- 
secrating prayer; the Rev. 
Stephen W. Stebbins, of Strat- 
ord, gave the charge ; the Rev. 
Andrew Liliot of New Milford, 
gave the right hand of fellow- 
ship ; the Rev. Mcdad Rogers of 
New Fairfield, made an address 
to the people, and the Rev. 
Samucl Sturges of Bethel, made 
ihe concluding prayer. 

N. B. The church in South 
East, until the ordination of Mr. 
Marcy, had been in connexion 
with the Hudson Presbytery. 
By application to that Presbyte- 
ry, they were honorably dis- 
missed, and on the day previous 
to the ordination, at their re- 
quest, were united to the Eas- 
tern Consociation in Fairfield 
County. 
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On the 4th of October 1809, 
was ordained to the work of the 
gospel ministry in Redding, 
Rey. Danien Crocker. The 
Rev. Medad Rogers of New 
Fairfield, made the introductory 
prayer; the Rev Stephen W. 
Stebbins preached the scrmon 
from I Cor. ii. 2. “ For I de- 
termined not to know any thing 
among you, save Jesus Christ 
and him crucificd;” the Rev. 
David Ely of Duntington, made 
the consecrating prayer; the 
Rev. Jonathan Bartlett* of Red- 
ding, gave the charge ; the Rev. 
Elijah Waterman of Bric;report, 
gave the right hand of fellow- 
ship; the Rev. Daniel C. Banks, 
madc an address to the people, 
and the Rev. Israel Ward of 
Danbury made the concluding 
prayer. 


——— 


INSTALLATION. 


INSTALLED the 15th of Sep- 
tember 1809, the Rev. Davip 
SPpFAR, to the work of the 
gospel ministry, over the 
church and society in Rodman, 
county of Jefferson, and State of 
New-York.—-The several parts 
assigned were performed as 
follows:—The Rev. James 
Murdock, of Turin, made the 
introductory pfayer, and preach- 
ed a well adapted discOurse 
from 2 Tim. ii. 15 ; Rev. Enos 
Bliss of Lorrain, made the con- 
secrating prayer ; Rev. Calvin 
Ingals, Missionary from Con- 
necticut, gave the charge, and 
mace the concluding prayer ;— 


———E 


* The Rev. Jonathan Bartlett on 
account of ill health, was dismissed - 
from the pastoral charge of the 





' church and society ki Redding in 
' June last. 
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Rey. Nathanicl ‘Dutton, © of |‘ How blessed are our eyes, 
Champion, gave the right hand That see this heav enly light, 

f fellowship. All parts were Prophets and Kings desir “dit long, 
pai asa | p. 7 P : But died withont the sizht. 
perlormec’ with great propricty | re watchinen j join their voice, 
and decency, to a numerous;| And tuneful n: tes employ, 
attentive and very solemn audi- | Jerusalem breaks forth in songs, 
ence. And deserts learn the joy.” 











POETRY. 


FOR THE CONNECTICUT MAGAZINE. 
Lines on reading the !if2 of Madame Guion, an amiable French 


De 


lady, and writer of the seventeenth century. 


OFT! heaw’n-taught, pray’rful Guion ' why no more 
For thy lost Patria ‘dees thy spirit soar ? 
Qh! see thy once-tov"d sex, how there, debas’d ! 
Ti’ angelic mind, the God like stamp ‘effac’d! 
Cor i upting and corr upt, | rone to Oo: te nc c, 
Behold those forms licentious! slaves of sen se, 
And ten- tole 1 slaves of sense-deveted lords! 
Oh! supplicating GuIon, not in words 
Of "empiy , thougiile ‘SS sound, but as thou’rt wont, 
Lift up thy spirit to that holy mount, 
Wi here , from thy fast-barr’d dungeon oft were heard 
Ascending praises to thy heaw'nly guard, 
Oh! with new fervor, Cause the prison-wall 
Of seif-devoted fe male gloom to fall! 
With delegated pow’r trom realms above, 
| to those bands of moral de: th—* Remove! 

Voluptuous Aniornettes J ** Come forth” and live? 

To him who r ansom’d them, Oh! say—‘For give ! 

* They know ‘hee not—but, cast one pie rcing look ; 
* Jaspire pure homage for thine holy Book, 
* And allis finish’d saints and seraphs 11 Se, 
* Woman, exulting, Claims her long-lost skies’—— 








Hail, blest Religion! woman’s only friend ! 

Her only guide t_—thy holiest ar dors lend. 
Aid all thy daughters in stern sorrow’s course ; 

Stay their soft minds with thine unvielding force ; 
‘Turn their desire tow’rds uncreated worth, 

And thou, alone, rule over them on earth ! 

Ah! then, secure, nor death, nor danger nigh, 

No more fond woman breathes th’ unhallow’d sigh, 

A soul divided, then no longer mourns, 

Bat to her ONLy Saviour joyful turns. 
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Donations to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 
1809. 
Dec. 11. Peter B. Gleason, avails Of Magazine. .neeemmnsmunemennnn GZ I 00 
25. Peter B. Gleason, nN (illite “i EE: 
Rev. Seth Williston, collected in new scttlementsees.c.ccnmue2 50 
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